
May 4, 1884
A train conductor 

ordered Wells to give 
up her seat in the ladies 

car and move to the 
Black car.

Wells 
won a $500  

settlement, but 
the decision was 

later over-
turned.

July 16, 1862 
Born as a  

slave in Holly 
Springs,  

Mississippi 

March 25, 1931 
Died of  

kidney disease at 
68-years-old in 

Chicago, Illinois

Moved to  
Memphis, Tennessee, 

to live with an aunt 

1882
Known most prominently as a 

daring anti-lynching crusader, Ida 
B. Wells-Barnett (1862-1931) 

worked tirelessly throughout her 
life as a political advocate for the 
rights of women, minorities, and 

members of the working class. 
Despite her significance, until the 
1970s, the life, career, and legacy 

of Wells-Barnett—like so many 
prominent women in American 

journalism and politics—was rele-
gated to the footnotes of history. 

Beginning with the posthumously 
published autobiography edited 

by her daughter Alfreda in 1970, 
a handful of biographers and 

historians—most notably, Patricia 
Schechter, Paula Giddings, Mia 

Bay, Gail Bederman, and Jinx 
Broussard—have begun to place 

the life of Wells-Barnett within the 
context of the social, cultural, and 
political milieu of the nineteenth 

and twentieth centuries. This 
edited volume seeks to extend the 
discussions that they have cultivat-
ed over the last five decades and to 
provide insight into the communi-
cation strategies that the political 

advocate turned to throughout the 
course of her life as a social justice 

crusader.

The Life of  
Ida B. 

Wells-Barnett

Wells initiated her  
anti-lynching campaign.

1892

 
Published 

Southern Horrors: 
Lynch Laws in All Its 

Phases, her first journalistic 
attempt to investigate the 

problem of lynching. 

Married  
Ferdinand L. 

Barnett

1895

Wells- 
Barnett had 

four children 
with him.

Founded the Alpha 
Suffrage Club

1913

 
It was one of 

the first and largest 
black woman’s  

suffrage clubs in 
 America.   

Wells-Barnett 
launches an 

unsuccessful 
bid for an 

Illinois State 
Senate seat.

1930

Wells-Barnett  
begins work on her  

autobiography

1927

Lost her 
parents and 
a sibling to a 
yellow fever  

outbreak

1878

Founded the Negro  
Fellowship League

1910

Wells-Barnett 
becomes one 

of the founding 
members of the 

NAACP.

1909

Wells launched a 
transnational  
anti-lynching  

crusade during two 
international lecture 

circuits in Great 
Britain.

1893 – 1894
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Wells published A 
Red Record, a  

100-page pamphlet  
containing her  

investigative account 
of lynching in the 

United States.

1894 – 1895


